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Some of the measures included in this presentation are contemplated as additional precautionary measures intended to further reduce the risk of future ignitions following the 2017 and 2018 wildfires.

Community Wildfire Safety Program

• Coordinating prevention and 
response efforts by 
monitoring wildfire risks in 
real time from our Wildfire 
Safety Operations Center 

• Expanding our network of 
PG&E weather stations to 
enhance weather forecasting 
and modeling

• Supporting the installation of 
new high-definition cameras 
in high fire-threat areas

REAL-TIME MONITORING 
AND INTELLIGENCE

• Further enhancing vegetation 
management efforts to increase focus 
on vegetation that poses a higher 
potential for wildfire risk

• Conducting accelerated safety 
inspections of electric infrastructure in 
high fire-threat areas

• Disabling automatic reclosing of 
circuit breakers and reclosers in high 
fire-risk areas during wildfire season

• Proactively turning off electric power 
for safety as a last resort when 
extreme fire danger conditions are 
forecasted

NEW AND ENHANCED 
SAFETY MEASURES

• Installing stronger and more 
resilient poles and covered 
power lines, along with 
targeted undergrounding

• Upgrading and replacing 
electric equipment and 
infrastructure to further 
reduce wildfire risks

• Working with communities to 
develop new resilience zones

SYSTEM HARDENING 
AND RESILIENCY
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• In January 2018, the California Public 
Utilities Commission (CPUC) adopted a 
map designating the areas that are most at 
risk for wildfire. 

o Tier 3 areas are at extreme risk 

o Tier 2 areas are at elevated risk

• This map was developed in coordination 
with CAL FIRE and based on input from 
electric utilities, communications 
infrastructure providers, and local public 
safety agencies.

• The map can be accessed at 
cpuc.ca.gov/FireThreatMaps

Source: California Public Utilities Commission

CPUC High Fire-Threat District (HFTD) Map

http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/firethreatmaps
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Some of the measures included in this presentation are contemplated as additional precautionary measures intended to further reduce the risk of future ignitions following the 2017 and 2018 wildfires.

Wildfire Safety Inspections

As part of our enhanced wildfire safety 
efforts, implemented following the 2017 and 
2018 wildfires as additional precautionary 
measures intended to further reduce wildfire 
risks, we are conducting accelerated safety 
inspections of electric infrastructure in areas 
of higher wildfire risk (Tier 2 and Tier 3).

• We are conducting comprehensive inspections of 
electric towers and poles through visual and aerial 
inspections.

• This work is being done as part of our Community 
Wildfire Safety Program, and is in addition to our 
routine inspections and maintenance programs. 

• We have started inspecting transmission and 
distribution lines in high fire-threat areas, and plan to 
begin similar inspections of substations in high fire-
threat areas in March.
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Some of the measures included in this presentation are contemplated as additional precautionary measures intended to further reduce the risk of future ignitions following the 2017 and 2018 wildfires.

Accelerated 
inspections of

transmission and 
distribution poles and 

towers as well as 
substations in high 

fire-threat areas

Visual inspections 
(ground and/or 
climbing) will be 

performed by crews 
of up to four people

Aerial inspections 
by drones will 

complement and 
further enhance

inspections

Helicopters may also 
be used for 

inspections or to 
deliver crews to 
remote locations

Inspections Overview

We will take action right away to address any immediate 
risk to public safety found during the accelerated inspections
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Some of the measures included in this presentation are contemplated as additional precautionary measures intended to further reduce the risk of future ignitions following the 2017 and 2018 wildfires.

Inspections Overview

~50,000 Transmission 
Structures

~200 Substations 

~685,000 Distribution 
Structures

Inspections will be conducted in high 
fire-threat areas and include:
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Some of the measures included in this presentation are contemplated as additional precautionary measures intended to further reduce the risk of future ignitions following the 2017 and 2018 wildfires.

Electric System Maintenance and Repairs

We will evaluate inspection results to determine repair 
needs and associated timing. If any issues are found 
during the accelerated inspections that pose an 
immediate risk to public safety, we are taking action right 
away to address the issue.

• When inspections 
determine that 
repairs are needed, 
but there is not an 
immediate safety 
risk, we will follow 
our preventative 
maintenance 
procedures, 
consistent with state 
guidelines for high 
fire-threat areas.

• Repairs will depend 
on what we observe 
in the field but could 
range from installing 
new signs or 
electrical 
components to 
replacing poles or 
towers.
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Some of the measures included in this presentation are contemplated as additional precautionary measures intended to further reduce the risk of future ignitions following the 2017 and 2018 wildfires.

Learn More

For questions regarding PG&E’s Wildfire 
Safety Inspection Program, customers can:

o Email us at wildfiresafety@pge.com

o Visit pge.com/wildfireinspections


